Bay East Consumer Guide

Understanding & Protecting Yourself from Title Fraud

Learn how to recognize title fraud and protect one of your most valuable assets.

J What Is Title Fraud? »” Know the Warning Signs

. Be cautious if you notice:
When someone illegally transfers D

: ) v/ Unexpected property or tax notices
ownership of your property using forged
v/ Mail addressed to someone else at home
documents or stolen identity information.
v/ Vacant property listed well below the market
Scammers may try to: i )
v/ Sellers who avoid phone or video
« Transfer your property's deed
e IR conversations

+ Sell your home without permission . - -
Y ? If something feels unusual, investigate before

« Take out loans against your property moving forward

Z» The Importance of Title Insurance

Owner's title insurance can provide protection if ownership disputes arise
because of fraud or title defects.
It may help cover:
* Legal defense costs « Financial losses from covered

» Certain ownership disputes title claims

‘Protecting/your title helps protect your
home.”
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. How to Protect Yourself

Reduce your risk by:
 Monitoring your property's public records
« Signing up for county property fraud alerts
* Keeping ownership documents secure
- Purchasing owner's title insurance when
buying a home
These simple steps can help detect fraud

before it becomes a larger problem.

v We're Here to Help

A Bay East REALTOR® can help you:
v/ Understand the title and closing process
v/ Connect you with trusted title professionals

v/ Recognize potential fraud risks
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