GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS / Weekly Report

Government affairs update for the week of May 10, 2026

Gas Water Heater Ban Exemptions Gain Traction

The Bay Area Air District (BAAD) Board of Directors are seriously considering significant
exemptions to their ban on the sale and installation of gas water heaters. They may
even overturn the ban completely.

During a special BAAD Board meeting on May 13, a majority of the Board agreed with,
District staff exemptions to the ban. Among the exemptions may be delaying the ban
until late 2027 rather than January 1, 2027.

An updated version of the rules implementing the ban that include the exemptions will be
considered by the BAAD Board during October.

How this helps your business: Bay East advocacy works and is a benefit for your
clients. You can share with them that REALTOR® advocacy led to the BAAD Board
supporting exemptions that will benefit homeowners and housing providers.

NAR Supports Challenge to NYC Rent Control Law

The National Association of REALTORS® has joined a coalition challenging_the legalityof
New York City's Rent Stabilization Law (RSL).

NAR and its partners, which include small rental property owners, say the RSL limits
housing supply and property maintenance and hurts both rental housing providers and
ultimately tenants, as well.

How this helps your business: Several cities in Alameda County have local rental
housing ordinances similar to the RSL. Legal challenges to the RSL could result in cities
in Alameda County reconsidering their policies.

If you have any questions about Bay East advocacy activities or any government-related
real estate issues you want Bay East to research, contact David Stark, Bay East Chief
Public Affairs and Communications Officer.
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